Sponsoring a Candidate for Membership

Pro Tips:

Most candidates require only one sponsor, but there may be multiple if desired.

If your candidate is a member of your family, a second sponsor is needed.

Bringing a candidate to a meeting is a great idea—the club pays for the first lunch.

Candidates are welcome to attend 2 but no more than 3 meetings. Sponsors pay for those additional lunches.
Do introduce your guest with their name, title and place of business/company. Do not introduce them as a
“potential new member” or indicate that they “are going to join Rotary.”

Once you have submitted your candidate’s application, it could take 4-6 weeks to process depending on the
timing of committee and Board meetings.

Please be certain your candidate’s application is complete before submitting it to reduce the chance of further
delays.

Who is a strong candidate for membership?

Your applicant should:

Live and/or work in Frederick or the surrounding areas.

Be an active member of the community who has already volunteered in some way (with non-profits, schools,
churches, or other organizations).

Be able to attend weekly meetings, serve on a committee, participate in service projects, and meet the financial
commitments as described in the attached information packet.

Be well-known to you, as your sponsorship implies that you believe their membership would make the club
stronger and better equipped to fulfill its mission

Inviting a Candidate

Let them know what being a member of RCF has meant to you and that you would like to sponsor them for
membership if they are interested.

Explain that we pay annual dues of $350 and many support the Rotary International Foundation at $100/year.
There are also expectations for involvement that you can discuss at greater length if they are interested.

Let them know that the best way to see if the Rotary Club of Frederick is a fit for them is to attend a meeting as
your guest.

Suggest they look at www.frederickrotaryclub.org to get a general idea about our club.

Suggest they “Like” the Rotary Club of Frederick Facebook page to see regular posts.

Introducing a Candidate

Invite them to attend a couple of meetings with you. (Usually 2, but no more than 3). The first lunch is paid for
by the club. Sponsors pay for any other lunches.

Introduce them during the Guest Introduction section of the business portion of the meeting with their name,
title, and companyj; it is not appropriate to add that they are “thinking about joining Rotary” or to introduce
them as a potential member.

Ask them to come with you to a fireside chat/social event.


http://www.frederickrotaryclub.org

Proposing A New Member

e Click on the writable PDF Membership Application 2022-23 on the Member Dashboard. (Fill it out online or print
it out and fill in the information by hand.)

e Keep in mind that as the sponsoring member(s), you are responsible for the application. Your proposed member
will fill out a lot of the application, but you need to send it to the Chair of the Membership Committee, Caroline
Pugh, at cmpugh@aol.com after completing your portion and signing it.

Process

e Incomplete applications will be returned.

e After the Membership Committee and the Board of Directors have reviewed and approved the application, a
letter is emailed to the general membership asking for any objections in accordance with the bylaws.

® The Club Coordinator will inform you that your member has been approved. Please let the new member know
ASAP, as they will begin to receive welcome emails from President Brian, the District and Rl after they are
entered into the system...they should hear the good news from you before that.

® Someone from the membership committee will contact the new member to set up a brief orientation, after
which they will be inducted at a time that works for them and the club’s schedule.

Thank you for sponsoring a candidate for membership!
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